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way for vital work. The demand is for lesser amount of re- 
quired work, and for enrichment. The exertion of moral force, 
as well as the skillful employment of drill, must find place in 
every recitation. It makes no difference whether a course 
comes under the head of Information Courses or under that of 
Training Courses, so long as it fits properly into a well rounded 
whole. Character building is the real object. The ethical ele- 
ment must not be absent from anything taught, and the natural 
development as to subjects must be allowed. No subject should 
be excluded as a subject, but simply because it is not reached 
specifically in the development of the child's mental and moral 
powers within high school years. The testimony of actual ex- 
perience is here both sole evidence and conclusive evideuce, 
and no A priori conclusion is of value. 

The teachers are ready and willing to make a noble response 
to this demand that they give greater prominence to the ethical 
element, and we shall soon find none who are merely drill 
masters on so many pages of U. S. School regulations, but all 
will be ministers of light, teaching to the young those things, 
"the knowledge of which continues in heaven." t 



HOW THE HIGH SCHOOL MAY ADVANCE 
PATRIOTISM 

Part II 

Alarmists are beginning to cry aloud that patriotism is de- 
clining in our precious native land. It is probably true that 
the era of buoyant, boasting patriotism is forever past, but of 
calm and, if necessary, obstinately resistant patriotism, there 
certainly is no lack. Yet the first indication of a decline of 
patriotism should be watched for as Elizabeth's scout-ships 
watched for the Spanish Armada, and every resource should be 
strained to prove that the lion of patriotic love but seemed to 
drowse. Defeat at the hands of a foreign foe may be borne 
with fortitude, and prove a blessing in disguise. Curtailed in 

tPart of school motto. 
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territory and population, a nation may shine as a more brilliant 
light for the very concentration of its rays. The slow decay 
which follows the decline of patriotism in the heart of a people 
is an unmitigated calamity — a deadly disease, which, unless 
arrested at a very early stage, means certain and miserable 
death. In any case, prevention is better than cure : the Ameri- 
can High School should be an agency preventive of a 
decline of patriotism. In two or at least three years, its 
male graduates will be voters. In time, its female graduates 
will be sisters, wives, mothers of voters. Their free education 
affords concrete evidence of their country's love for them ; 
they are of an age at once plastic and rational, both enthusias- 
tic and deliberate. What a glorious opportunity to inculcate 
yes, stamp in ! — a sense of reverence, obligation, and love ! 
Work from this vantage ground. Speak often, also, of the 
glorious past, the bold working out of our nation's destiny in 
the face of Europe's contempt, and our own poverty of every- 
thing except hope and pluck. Boldly teach that there is no 
fairer, happier land than ours ; that no foreign foe would so 
much as think of invading our boundaries, while the traitor 
within carries the halter about his neck. Keep the flag in 
view and do it reverence. 

Herbart taught that the conception of duty arises from the 
existence of hindrances to the attainment of virtue. Let 
every pupil therefore know that there are many things threat- 
ening the prosperity and happiness of our country — that its fu- 
ture depends upon the unselfish and patient devotion of true 
Americans. It is possible to shadow forth these things with- 
out going into political questions. Endeavor to make it a boy's 
or girl's ambition in some way to serve his fellow countrymen, 
as the surest way to induce him to serve his country. In show- 
ing him the clouds, never forget to point out the ever-present 
glimmer of the silver lining. The little candles of good deeds 
still shine in the dark room of the threatening present. 

Military organizations may be made of great assistance in 
this work of advancing patriotism, or, as I prefer, in prevent- 
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ing its decline. Future war is not necessarily symbolized in 
these organizations ; rather, the necessary wars of the past and 
a present determination to rally round the flag, whether threat- 
ened by the weaker foe of violence, or by the stronger foe of 
anarchism and social discontent. Singing of national airs, 
accompanied by short patriotic addresses, should, I think, fre- 
quently form a part of the school exercises. More than all, 
however, each teacher should feel it his duty, as occasion of- 
fers in the multitudinous incidents of school life, to set vibrat- 
ing the chord of native love and pride. When the high school 
teachers are once impressed with the need of their help in pre- 
venting a possible decline in patriotism, they will not be called 
twice. If any one thinks that he sees signs of declining pa- 
triotism, let him sound the call. If it is seconded by the pub- 
lic, increased activity in this direction will at once appear. 
The high school teachers of America are not eye-servants. I 
believe that there is not one of them, man or woman, in this 
broad land, who is not ready to do yoeman's work in our coun- 
try's service, teaching love for her, voting for her best interests, 
nursing her sick and wounded ; if necessary, dying for her. 

/. Remsen Bishop 
Cincinnati 



